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In doing its duty in the matter. My suggestions may not
be perfect, but I think they could very well form the basis
on which the State could place the science on a higher
level, and raise the status of the medical jarist.-I am,
etc.,

Cardiff, Jan. 18th. J. J. BUIST.

THE HAMPSTEAD GENERAL HOSPITAL.
Sin,-The enclosed letter is being sent, with the fuU

approval of the Hampstead Division, to inteLding applicants
for vacant posts on the staff of the Hampstead General
Hospital.
As the matter Is an urgent one, I 'should be much

obliged if you could find space for it in this week's issue
of the JOUBNAL.-I am, etc.,

REGINALD A. YIELD, M.D.,
Honorary Secretary, Hampstead Division,

February 12th. British Medical Association.
Dear Sir
In reply to your inquiry respecting the Warning Notice in

the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, I wish to inform you that the
local profession is opposed to any medical man applying for an
office on the staff of the lampstead General Hospital as long
as the Council adheres to Its intention of excluding for the
future local practitioners from the staff.
You will probably be aware that the matter has been under

the consideration of the Hampstead Dlivsion of the British
Medical Association for a considerable time, and that the
Division, in order to strengthen its hands, applied to the
whole of the local profession for no-operation and advice on
several occasions. The consideration that all branches of the
profession In our neighbourhood should be heard induced the
Committee to co-opt members from outside for this purpose.
On May 5th, 1906, a meeting of--the Division. to which the

whole of the local profession was invited, instructed the
Committee to take all steps deemed advisable to bring the
hospital authorities into lins with the views of the profession,
and this has remained a continued instruction at each of the
maetings of the Division held since that date.
Utilizing this power to act for the best interests of the pro-

fession in the district, and after having obtained the opinions
of each individual, the Committee on December 17th, 1907,
passed the following resolution: '
That the local profession has expressed an emphatic opinion that
no medical man ought to accept any appointment on the staff of
the Hampstead Hospital so long as it is intended for the future
to exclude local practitioners therefrom.

I am instructed to point out that the hospital was originally
founded by a ganeral practitioner as a cottage hospital, and
that the local profession justly resent Its being entirely
diverted from its original purpose.

I trust that we may receive your 'support in carrying to a
successful issue the struggle of the medical profession against
the lay authorities of a suburban hospital.

I am, dear Sir,
Yours very truly,

REGINALD A. YELD, M.D.,
Honorary Seoretary Hampstead Division, B.M.4A|

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION CASES.
A MtEDICAL ASSESsOR.

AN interesting compensation case came before the Recorder of
Dublin last week, when he availed himself of the advice of Sir
Christopher Nixon, M.D., who sat on the bench. The Recorder
had in June, 1906, ordered that the plaintiff should be awarded
half his wages. The case now came on for review of that
decision. Two medioal men were examined to show that the
x-ray photographs gave no indication of an injury to the
femur, and acting upon the advice of Sir Christopher Nixon,
whose valuable assistance he publicly acknowledged, the
Recorder now ordered that the payment of half wages should
cease as from January let, 1908. The example here set might
be followed with much advantage in other cases,when medical
evidence is often so contradictory that the bewildered judge
and jury find it difficult to come to a satisfactory conclusion.
The greatest injustioe to plaintiff and defendant is too often
done under present conditions.

CORONERS' INQUESTS.
IRIsx MimEMBER asks: Is It legal for one doctor to perform a
poat-mortem examination at a coroner's request, or must a
second be requisitioned ? Can a coroner who happens to be
a medical man act in a dual capacity, and assist at a po8t-
mortem examination in a case where he is himself holding
an inquest and sitting as coroner ?
*** It is quite legal for one doctor to:,make a post-mortem

examination on a coroner's order. A coroner who is a medical
man should act as coroner only, and not in a dual capacity.

PRACTICE OF DENTISTRY BY UNREGISTERED
PERSONS.

AT a meeting recently held at Torquay of all the registereddental practitioners of Torquay and Paignton the followingresolution was passed:
That in view of the rapidly increasing number of unregisteredpersons practising dentistry and evading the Dentists Act of 1878,we appeal to all registered dental surgeons throughout thecountry to use their utmost endeavour by local combination toassist the authorities in taking steps to amend the Act, and when-
ever possible to bring forward cases to enable them to takeaction.
A memorial to the General Medical Council was also signed

by registered dental surgeons in practice in Torquay and
Paignton drawing the attention of the Council to the urgent
need for some action to be taken to check the increasing evil of
unregistered persons practising dentistry and evading the
Dentists Act of 1878 and stating that during the past two years
ten or more unregistered persons had started practice in these
towns and the vicinity.

A CORONER ON MEDICAL FEES.
THEmanchea8ter Evening Chronicle reports that on January

31st, Mr. S. Brighouse, the South-West Lancashire Coroner,took opportunity at a St. Helens inquest to say he had re-
ceived a letter from the Clerk to the County Council, stating
that In future medical men must reelve only one guinea
for attending inquests, instead of one guinea a day, as pre-
viously. Mr. Brighouse pointed out that some inquests
lasted several days, and that for several days' attendance the
doctor was to have the magnificant sum oi one guinea. He
declared that if that was the way the medical profession was
to be treated, he would not think of bringing up a son of
his to it, and he hoped the profession would take steps to
ensure that they would be properly remunerated.
*** As' the law at present stands, one guinea for eaoh

Inquest is all that the medical witness Is entitled to, when no
autopsy is made.
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The advice gien-in this' column foin the assistance of mem re

is based on medico-ethical principles generaly recognised by
the profession but must not be taken as representing direct
findings of the Central Ethical Committee.

A QUESTION OF RIGHT.
R, H.-Our answer (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, February 1st,page 298) was based upon the medico-ethical aspect of the
case as disclosed to us. Our correspondent now hints that
there are other matters involved, but with these we can have
nothing to do, although our advice still seems sound-namely, that he should apply courteousily to his successor in
the case for any information he may wish to have.

RECOVERY OF FEES FOR SERVICES TO THE PATIENTS
OF ANOTHER PR&CTITIONER.

S. writes that he saw a case in consultation with B. and also
treated two of his patients for accidents, and for the fees
due bas sent in a bill to B., of which no notice was taken.
He has since sent In another as "account rendered," and
has received a note in reply: " Dear B.-I wish you would
not ask me to collect your accounts-I get quite enough of
my own." He wishes to know what he ough; to have done,as he believes he is precluded by etiquette from applying
direct to B.'s patients ?
*** B. was bound to do his best to get the fee due to S. for

the consultation, and if it had not previously been paid he
should include it'with his account and send the money when
received to S. With regard to the cases in which S. con-
siders he acted as a substitute for B., he should have sent B.
a note of what he had done, and leave it to B. to recover the
fees and to pay him. Many practitioners would not pay or
expect to be paid under spih circumstances, regarding their
services as friendly help which practitioners may render to
each other, but a delicate-minded man would not accept
such help without payment unless he knew that he should
have an opportunity of rendering its equivalent. S. should
not have sent in a bill to B., as this action could not have a
friendly appearance,'and as in point of law he has no claim
against his colleague for services rendered to his colleague's
pationts, he would not ba justified in sending a formal
coount to him.


